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As long as the people of Pern could remember, the Holds had protected them from Thread, the

deadly silver strands that fell from the sky and ravaged the land. In exchange for sanctuary in the

huge stone fortresses, the people tithed to their lord Holders, who in turn supported the Weyrs,

whose dragons were Pern's greatest weapon against Thread.But not everyone on Pern was part of

that system of mutual care and protection, particularly those who had been rendered holdless as

punishment for wrongdoing. And there were some, like Jayge's trader clan, who simply preferred

the freedom of the roads to the security of a hold. Others, like Aramina's family, had lost their holds

through injustice and cruelty. For all the holdless, life was a constant struggle for survival.Then, from

the ranks of the criminals and the disaffected, rose a band of renegades, led by the Lady Thella. No

one was safe from Thella's depredations, and now her quarry was Aramina, reputed to have a

telepathic link with dragons. But when Thella mistakenly vented her rage on Jayge's family, she

made a dangerous enemy. For Jayge was bent on revengeâ€•and he would never let her have the

girl who heard dragons!
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As long as the people of Pern could remember, dragons had fought Thread and kept people alive.

Everyone lived in strong stone fortresses or caves because Thread wouldn't eat through stone.

However, it had been hundreds of years since Thread had fallen on Pern and there were many who



did not like to live behind stone walls, beholden to the Lord of the area and forced into careers that

they did not want. Some, like Jayge Lilcamp's clan were traders. They traversed the length and

breadth of Pern, bartering and taking messages to other holds. They were always welcome at holds,

especially ones that were out of the way. However, when they ignored the warning that Thread was

once again falling on Pern, his trader caravan was decimated. Instead of being independent, they

were now forced to accept whatever charity they could from the last hold the visited. Jayge couldn't

bear it and set out on his own.Thella, sister of Telgar Hold's Lord, was bitter that she had not even

been given the chance to become a Lady Holder. She knew that she could do a better job than her

brother. Since she was passed by, she found her own hold and gathered together as many Holdless

men as she could. Then she set about robbing and plotting her revenge. The only thing that was

holding her back was the dragonriders because she could not risk being seen and tracked

adragonback. She found the solution to her problem in Aramina (seen in The Girl Who Heard

Dragons short story), who could hear all dragons. But Aramina escaped from her and was safely

ensconced at Benden Hold. However, Thella was not about to give up so easily...The Renegades of

Pern is, like Nerilka's story, a retelling of familiar events from unfamiliar points of view.
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